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Today, sun and hot, high 93. Tonight,
clear skies with not much relief from
heat, low 75. Tomorrow, mostly
sunny and hot, more humid, high 91.
Weather map appears on Page D8.
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Muck, Danger
And Partying
In the Desert

Crowd at Burning Man
Shakes Off a Deluge

This article is by Finn-Olaf Jones,
Anna Betts and Amanda Holpuch.

BLACK ROCK DESERT, Nev.
— The torrential rains that turned
roads and grounds into muck and
left thousands of people stranded
at the Burning Man festival also
put off the climax of the carefree
celebration of art, music and coun-
terculture: The annual burning of
amanlike figure did not happen on
Sunday night as had been
planned.

A social media account affiliat-
ed with the Burning Man Project’s
website said the burn would in-
stead happen on Monday night,
adding that the muddy conditions
and rain had made moving heavy
and fire safety equipment to the
site unfeasible. The announce-
ment was the second postpone-
ment of the burn, which had been
initially scheduled for Saturday
night.

It was an unusual turn of events
that tested the resolve of partici-
pants, who were told to conserve
food and water, at a more than
three-decade-old festival that
prides itself on grit and self-
reliance and normally battles ex-
cessive heat and, sometimes, ex-
cessive partying.

True to form, some were taking
it in stride.

“Burning Man is an all-weather
state of mind,” said Star Heart-
song, 43, a tech entrepreneur who
came from Austin, Texas, had said
earlier. He added that “when it’s
time to leave, we’ll leave.”

“Burners aren’t victims,” he
said, using the name that attend-
ees are known by.

But the authorities were inves-
tigating the death of one partici-
pant, and the worsening condi-
tions on Sunday — it was raining
harder in the afternoon than on
the previous two days — could de-
lay people leaving the event,
which ends Monday and in normal
conditions causes a lengthy traffic
backup.

On Sunday afternoon, a White
House official said that President
Biden had been briefed on the sit-

Continued on Page Al14

The authorities advised people at the flooded Burning Man festival in Nevada to conserve food and water. Thousands were stranded.
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Seeing Threats Everywhere, China Enlists Public as Spy Catchers

By VIVIAN WANG

BEIJING — Beijing sees forces
bent on weakening it everywhere:
embedded in multinational com-
panies, infiltrating social media,
circling naive students. And it
wants its people to see them, too.

Chinese universities require
faculty to take courses on protect-
ing state secrets, even in depart-
ments like veterinary medicine. A
kindergarten in the eastern city of
Tianjin organized a meeting to
teach its staff how to “understand
and use” China’s anti-espionage
law.

China’s Ministry of State Secu-
rity, a usually covert department
that oversees the secret police
and intelligence services, has

even opened its first social media
account, as part of what official
news media described as an effort
at increasing public engagement.
Its first post: a call for a “whole of
society mobilization” against espi-
onage.

“The participation of the
masses,” the post said, should be
“normalized.”

China’s ruling Communist
Party is enlisting ordinary people
to guard against perceived
threats to the country, in a cam-
paign that blurs the line between
vigilance and paranoia. The coun-
try’s economy is facing its worst
slowdown in years, but China’s au-
thoritarian leader, Xi Jinping, ap-
pears more fixated on national se-
curity and preventing threats to

Stoking Unease About
the U.S. as Early as

Kindergarten

the party’s control.

“We must be prepared for
worst-case and extreme scenari-
0s,” Mr. Xi told China’s National
Security Commission in May. He
called on officials to “enhance
real-time monitoring” and “get
prepared for actual combat.”

The sense of urgency may be
heightened by the fact that Beijing
is confronting some of its biggest
challenges since Mr. Xi’s ascen-
sion more than a decade ago. Be-

yond the economic gloom, China’s
relations with the West are in-
creasingly tense. And unex-
plained personnel changes at the
highest tiers of power — including
the sudden removal in July of Chi-
na’s foreign minister and two
high-ranking generals — suggest
that Mr. Xi may have feared
threats to his control.

In July, China revised its anti-
espionage law to broaden an al-
ready sweeping scope of activities
that it regards as spying. It is of-
fering rewards of tens of thou-
sands of dollars to people who re-
port spies.

While the call for mass vigi-
lance has inspired widespread
caution, it is unclear to what ex-

Continued on Page A10

UKRAINE REMOVE
CHIEF OF MILITARY
AS WAR DRAGS ON

SEEKS NEW DIRECTION

Ministry Under Pressure
From Investigation
Into Corruption

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

KYIV, Ukraine — President
Volodymyr Zelensky said on Sun-
day that he was replacing his min-
ister of defense, the biggest
shake-up in the leadership of
Ukraine’s war effort since Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion began, cit-
ing the need for “new approaches”
as the war stretches toward a sec-
ond year.

The fate of the defense minister,
Oleksii Reznikov, had been the
subject of increasing speculation
in Ukraine as financial impropri-
eties in the ministry came to light
and the government started sev-
eral investigations into official
corruption.

Mr. Zelensky said in a state-
ment that Mr. Reznikov, who has
not been personally implicated in
the widening investigations into
mishandling of military contracts,
would be replaced by Rustem
Umerov, the chairman of
Ukraine’s State Property Fund.
Mr. Zelensky said he expected
Ukraine’s Parliament, which must
approve the change, to sign off on
his request.

“Oleksii Reznikov has gone
through more than 550 days of
full-scale war;” Mr. Zelensky said
in a statement announcing his de-
cision on Sunday night. “I believe
that the ministry needs new ap-
proaches and other formats of in-
teraction with both the military
and society at large.”

The decision to replace Mr.
Reznikov atop the Defense Min-
istry comes as Ukraine is in the
midst of a major counteroffensive,
slowly gaining territory in the
south and the east. Last week,
Ukrainian officials said they had
captured the southern village of
Robotyne, suggesting that the of-
fensive had penetrated the first

Continued on Page A7

Biden on Attack

As G.O.P. Talks
Of Impeaching

By PETER BAKER

WASHINGTON — Just before
8 p.m. on Thursday, Representa-
tive Marjorie Taylor Greene
posted a video of herself at a town
hall in her Georgia district declar-
ing that she “will not vote to fund
the government” unless the
House holds a vote to open an im-
peachment inquiry against Presi-
dent Biden.

It took just 68 minutes for the
White House to fire back with a
blistering statement that such a
vote would mean that House Re-
publicans had “caved to the hard-
core fringe of their party in pri-
oritizing a baseless impeachment
stunt over high-stakes needs
Americans care about deeply,” like
drug enforcement and disaster re-
lief.

The White House, as it turns
out, is not waiting for a formal in-
quiry to wage war against im-
peachment. With a team of two
dozen lawyers, legislative li-
aisons, communications special-
ists and others, the president has
begun moving to counter any ef-
fort to charge him with high
crimes and misdemeanors with a
best-defense-is-a-good-offense
campaign aimed at dividing Re-
publicans and taking his case to
the public.

The president’s team has been

Continued on Page A12

For Ukrainians,

By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN

ZELENODOLSK, Ukraine —
Sunset along the Kakhovka Res-
ervoir in central Ukraine, espe-
cially in summer, used to be gor-
geous: kids played in the shallow
water near the shore, men fished
and young couples walked under
the pine trees as the last traces of
sunlight reflected off the water.

But after the destruction of a
major dam just downriver, that
shimmering lake, one of Europe’s
biggest, simply disappeared. Now
all that remains is a 150-mile-long
meadow.

For 60-plus years, the Bezhan
family ran a fishing business on
these shores. They bought boats,
nets, freezers and enormous rum-
bling ice-making machines, and
generation after generation made
aliving off the fish. But now there
are no fish.

“If the war ended tomorrow,
and I don’t think it will,” said Serhii
Bezhan, the family’s broad-
chested patriarch, “it would take
five years to rebuild that dam and
then at least two more for the res-
ervoir to fill up. Then it would take
another 10 years for the fish to
grow — for some species, 20.”

He looked away as his eyes
misted up.

“I’'m 50,” he said quietly. “I don’t
know if I’ll even be around that
long.”

On June 6, seismic meters hun-
dreds of miles away detected an
enormous explosion at the
Kakhovka dam along the Dnipro
River. The reinforced concrete
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ring That Has Lingered

The Kakhovka Reservoir’s draining has resulted in a drinking-water crisis, left, dead fish, center, and an irrigation plight for farmers.

walls, more than 60 feet high and
as much as 100 feet thick, crum-
bled, and 4.8 trillion gallons of wa-
ter gushed out.

Scientific evidence indicates
that the dam was blown up from
the inside, almost certainly by the
Russian forces occupying it. In
one stroke, they unleashed epic
floods on Ukraine and an ensuing
drought that, taken together,
brought a stunning level of de-

struction to the environment, the
economy and the lives of civilians
already enduring the hardships of
war.

This summer, a team of New
York Times journalists traveled
hundreds of miles from Zapor-
izhzhia in central Ukraine to
Odesa on the Black Sea to assess
the full impact. What we found
were homes still soggy and
smeared with mud; dead fish ly-

ing in droves; underwater mol-
lusk colonies destroyed; a drink-
ing-water crisis; an irrigation cri-
sis for farmers; entire communi-
ties without work; and a yawning
sense of loss whose dimensions
have not yet been established.
During this war, the Russians
have deliberately bombed power
plants and grain silos, leaving no
shortage of scorched-earth brutal-
ity. But the destruction of the

Kakhovka dam stands out as per-
haps the single most devastating
and punitive blow even if the mili-
tary intent was to flood the area
and slow down UKrainian troops.
The way Ukrainians see it, the in-
vading Russians are simply ex-
pressing a hatred of the land —
and the people — that they are
claiming as theirs.

This was a “katastrofa,” Mr.
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